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OVERVIEW

About Steve Elrod

Steve Elrod represents private and public sector clients on land use, zoning and real
estate matters. He is the co-founding partner of Elrod Friedman LLP and serves as the
firm’s Managing Partner.

Steve is a past-president of the Chicago Bar Association, the largest metropolitan bar
association in the nation. He is the Corporation Counsel for the City of Highland Park, and
the Village Attorney for the Villages of Deerfield, Glencoe, Lincolnwood and Northbrook.
Steve represents owners and developers in a variety of real estate and transactional
projects, and is regularly engaged to secure zoning relief, entitlements, incentives and
approvals from state and local governments. His practice focuses on:

Public-private partnerships

Tax incentive and abatement agreements, including tax increment financing
(TIF) and special service area (SSA) financing

Annexation, subdivision and development agreements

Affordable housing programs

Steve has litigated land use issues, including eminent domain, regulatory taking and
inverse condemnation, RLUIPA, the First Amendment and the Second Amendment. He
drafted, and successfully defended a federal court challenge to, the City of Highland Park
Assault Weapons Ban ordinance.



Steve is an adjunct professor at Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law, where
he teaches Land Use and Local Government Law. He is a founding member of the North
Suburban Legal Aid Clinic and serves on its Board of Directors.

Chambers USA 2022 placed Steve in its highest possible ranking level. Here is a link to
the full Chambers 2022 Ranking: Link

Credentials

EDUCATION

Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law, J.D.

Tulane University, B.A., magna cum laude

BAR  ADMISSIONS/LICENSES

Illinois

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit

MEMBERSHIPS

American College of Real Estate Attorneys (ACREL)

Chicago Bar Association, Past President

Urban Land Institute, Chicago Local Council

The Economic Club of Chicago

HONORS  &  AWARDS

Chambers USA – America’s Leading Business Lawyers guide, Real Estate:
Zoning/Land Use, Tier 1, 2012 – 2020; Star Individual, 2021 – 2022

CBA Vanguard Award, 2023

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law – Outstanding Adjunct Professor Award

Northwestern Pritzker School of Law – Volunteer of the Year Award

https://chambers.com/legal-rankings/real-estate-zoning-land-use-illinois-5:396:12471:1


The Best Lawyers in America guide, Land Use and Zoning Law; Real Estate
Law, 2005-2020; Government Relations Law, 2012-2022

The Best Lawyers in America guide, Chicago Land Use & Zoning Lawyer of
the Year, 2018

Ranked No. 1 in Top Ten List of Leading Land Use & Zoning Lawyer in
Illinois, Leading Lawyers Network

Tree of Life Award for Civic Service, Jewish National Fund

Lecturer of Merit Award, National College of District Attorneys

Representative Matters

Representation of Northwestern Medicine/Central DuPage Hospital in
securing zoning and entitlements as part of a public private partnership with
the Village of Winfield for the establishment of a retail and office district and
expansion of hospital facilities.

Representation of Regency Centers in obtaining land use and TIF approvals
for the Mellody Farm Shopping Center in Vernon Hills, IL.

Representation of Greystar Development in securing land use and zoning
approvals for an age-restricted multifamily residential development complex.

Representation of the City of Chicago in the establishment of the multi-billion
dollar Red Line Transit TIF District.

Representation of the Village of Lincolnwood in the redevelopment and public
financing of the former Purple Hotel site for the District 1860 mixed-use
Development project.

Representation of Buckeye Community Hope Foundation in securing a multi-
million settlement in a housing discrimination lawsuit filed against the Village
of Tinley Park, IL.

Representation of the Village of Northbrook, IL in the comprehensive
redevelopment and public financing of the 105 acre Northbrook Court
Shopping Center Property (ongoing).



Publications

IICLE Commercial Real Estate:  Financing and Transactional Issues 2021
Edition

IICLE Land Use Law:  Special Topics 2021 Edition

Elected Official Immunity in Making Local Zoning Decisions, The Urban
Lawyer, June 1, 2010

Glossary of Zoning Terms – 2007 Supplement, IICLE – Land Use Law, 2007

Community Service

Chicago Bar Association Edward J. Lewis Lawyers in the Classroom Program

Harold E. Eisenberg Foundation, Second Vice President

Illinois Local Government Lawyers Association

Lambda Alpha International Honorary Land Economics Society

North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic, Board of Directors

Speaking Engagements

IRMA 10th Annual Education Summit, 2023

ICSC Chicago Roundtable Group Leader, 2023

IICLE Land Use Law in Illinois, 2022

Chicago Bar Association – Counseling Local Governments, 2022

American Planning Association, Illinois Chapter State Conference 2021

Chicago Bar Association Local Government Committee, 2021



IICLE Local Government Institute 2015-2022

Illinois Local Government Lawyers Association Annual Forum, 2020

John Marshal Kratovil Real Estate Conference 2017, 2019

Seventh Circuit Bar Association Symposium on Gun Violence October 2017

In the News

NEWS  ARTICLES

NBC – Channel 5 News Investigative Report on Assault Weapon Bans
featuring Steven Elrod | NBC Chicago | November 15, 2022

Lincolnwood clears the way for hotel at District 1860 development, where
Purple Hotel stood | Chicago Tribune | August 23, 2022

Deerfield’s assault weapons ban upheld by deadlocked Illinois Supreme Court
| Chicago Tribune | November 18, 2021

Chicago Suburbs poised to begin outdoor dining | Chicago Sun Times | May
24, 2020

Sunday Breakfast with Steven Elrod | North Shore Weekend Magazine | April
22, 2019

Civility Chat with CBA President Steven Elrod | 2Civility | February 6, 2019

Elrod Wants CBA to lead profession back to civility. | Chicago Daily Law
Bulletin | October 18, 2018

Steven M. Elrod Dealmaker Extraordinaire | Chicago Bar Record | July/August
2018

Suburban Attorney Named Bar Association President | Patch.com | June 2018

Court Upholds Highland Park Assault Weapons Ban | Daily North Shore | May
7, 2015

US Supreme Court rejects weapon ban challenge | APNews.com | December
8, 2015

https://www.nbcchicago.com/investigations/highland-park-shooting-survivor-shares-story-as-citys-assault-weapons-ban-faces-new-legal-challenge/2996559/
https://www.nbcchicago.com/investigations/highland-park-shooting-survivor-shares-story-as-citys-assault-weapons-ban-faces-new-legal-challenge/2996559/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/lincolnwood/ct-lwr-1860-hotel-tl-0825-20220823-6mnnalk3bbajrc5dexfkkdgcey-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/lincolnwood/ct-lwr-1860-hotel-tl-0825-20220823-6mnnalk3bbajrc5dexfkkdgcey-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/deerfield/ct-dfr-deerfield-assault-weapons-supreme-court-tl-1125-20211118-jp6zadx53fbv5fsron6e7jyxay-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/deerfield/ct-dfr-deerfield-assault-weapons-supreme-court-tl-1125-20211118-jp6zadx53fbv5fsron6e7jyxay-story.html
https://chicago.suntimes.com/columnists/2020/5/24/21269218/chicago-suburbs-poised-to-begin-outdoor-dining-before-city-social-distancing-on-gov-pritzkers-menu
https://chicago.suntimes.com/columnists/2020/5/24/21269218/chicago-suburbs-poised-to-begin-outdoor-dining-before-city-social-distancing-on-gov-pritzkers-menu
https://jwcdaily.com/2019/04/24/sunday-breakfast-steven-elrod/
https://jwcdaily.com/2019/04/24/sunday-breakfast-steven-elrod/
https://www.2civility.org/civility-chat-with-steven-elrod/
https://www.chicagolawbulletin.com/steven-elrod-of-holland-knight-takes-over-as-cba-president-20181018
https://www.chicagolawbulletin.com/steven-elrod-of-holland-knight-takes-over-as-cba-president-20181018
https://cld.bz/2IEziua/38/
https://cld.bz/2IEziua/38/
https://PATCH.COM/ILLINOIS/DEERFIELD/DEERFIELD-VILLAGE-ATTORNEY-NAMED-BAR-ASSOCIATION-PRESIDENT
https://jwcdaily.com/2015/05/07/courts-says-highland-park-assault-weapons-ban-is-constitutional/
https://jwcdaily.com/2015/05/07/courts-says-highland-park-assault-weapons-ban-is-constitutional/
https://apnews.com/087ca5e14bd2497c815c3b7405621d03
https://apnews.com/087ca5e14bd2497c815c3b7405621d03

